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The Course of This Age

What can the Christian expect in the

church age prior to Christ’s Return?
by Pastor Matt Costella

er -

s the “last days” of the

Church Age continue to
progress, what should
every Christian expect? Should we
expect revival and righteousness to
increase? Should we expect mankind
to increase in the love of God and
denial of self? From many corners of
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w rafessing church, we are hearing
Qpb |evers should not only expect
Bit€ddmWd&hEsdthings. Yet God’s
aword paints a completely different
rpigure. In fact, it declares that in
3tla)ese last BaYs, A eirilchjséinfesd;hall
come” (2 Tim. 3:1). Yet what do these
r’]perilous times” entail? Some are

earth now as Christ’s return draws
closer? Second Timothy 3:1-5 tells us
exactly what to expect, and our ex-
pectation can be summed up in a few
words: pride, self-focus, and self-
centeredness.

Elsewhere in Scripture, God tells
us that as time goes on, wicked men
will continue to abound as they de-
ceive others and are, themselves,
deceived (2 Tim. 3:13). Yet at the root
of all wicked actions lies a wicked
heart steeped in pride. In fact, in 2
Timothy 3:1-5, the apostle Paul pro-
vides a list of “end time” characteris-
tics, and every single characteristic

ugg ggSChrlspaas o} Wﬁt(ﬁ] forﬁhp ap-c estem(sjlffom pride and self-focus. God
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phekingooksthe @arth apd othey Bajy-o trecorded in 2 Timothy 3:1-5 is rooted
galgcataclysmic disasters. in pride, self-focus, and self-

Of course, the antichrist will ar- centeredness. So what can believers

rive gnjthe walleg scehej Qf eourse, s expedt i the world today? What do

i ihenheagefis antl pagh amljalbwho cthese “périlpus times” entail exactly?
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way. People may applaud Jesus Christ, they are pre-
pared to cast their votes for Him and His moral

EDI TORG S DESK teachings; they will write some syrupy songs about
by Pastor Tod Blimgbpt when faped with obedience to His com-
mands and put under the pressure of opposition they

will only follow Jesus so far.

That I's why we witness t
churches today. We will follow Jesus as long as there

They all left him, and fled

Mark 14:50 IS no pressure, no actual seriousness about God's
claims on my |I|ife. oDon'
This was the last stage in a long process which had beerme  wi t h  pr ayer and Bi l
going on since the beginning of Christ's public minisyn d , ol f I have to grow
In the beginning of His earthly ministry, Jesus hadsat op and go my own way,
tracted folks by the wonder of His miracles, the auth@i-They a/ / | eWhat aboutryouadead £

ty of His teachings, and to some degree the aura of gesder? Are you a fair weather friend of the Lord?
ing thousands follow after Him. But many could ngfe you a partime, halfway disciple of the King of
come all the way to Him. They came so far, and thkings?

stopped, and went back. Those who are joined to Him in His death and res-

rﬁ‘jrrectlon will follow Him all the way. May we be that

First it was the religious rulers; then certain of His ea 55'd of follower of our Blessed Lord. a

followers who went back and walked no more with
sus; then the crowds themselves, as they yielded tothe
influence of the religious rulers; and now at the end of

His earthly journey, thimner circle of His disciples left
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circumstances which were closing in around Jesus.
All of this is quite understandable. Man can only comb P | e a s e read t e ¢
to fellowship with Jesus Christ in thought and life as hec’sg  ( send us ar em
made near by the transforming work of Grace in hit i .
heartwhich results from Christ's glorious cross work. snai l mai | . € \
hear from you.
Some of these disciples would be regathered later to >p
sus Christ by the fact of His resurrection and ingather.Z| .
by the work of the Holy SpiritThen they were able to The Proj t o
share His cross and follow Jesus all the way. Staff!
Get this now! | have learned a few things over the ye >/s y =
and here is one. Meredmiratiorof the Person of Jesus i
Christ, or appreciatiorfor His teachings, withot be
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enough to cause men and women to follow Him all th

Pl ease address all corresponder
”v'j The Propj688ar Chestnut Street, Mi
The Email wus at | ssues@t heproje
Visit us on the Web at www. th
Phone: (86D)623

Dr. Dayton OGS, (Flounddi ng Publlsher and Editor
Pastor Tod PBrbaliinsahredr and EdiTlwé Prdjseatdrundamentalist publ i
Mr s . Carolyn Hobbs, Mr . Ludwiigh @Orpajgedt, tMre .| iDphti sofPetpipearWor d of
Contributing Editors§ desires to honor Christ by artic
Layewts. Brenda WhitneyBiblical separation from error in
Published Quarterly by Griace BioblteheChlilerepheni ng apostasy of t

IANONQNANANQNANANANANAN



|
629

Spring 2013 0 Page 3
FOCUZ QN Sindébs I ncompatib
with Godds Chil c

REL

by Pastor Adam Wat' t

The Line of Diocsnd nicgiiom Christsimnde fhestemphagamo
many brethren, andnsg® ¢connknudtaiforsi
One of t he key @aon nhes cionntli ndedtnhe toongcoanmtgr adiogt ot
centers around etlkenadti Moirrdct i oSima gies oif n c@hmpiasttifjbil
bet ween the chil d&reh ofheGofdaminldy boHi e@e@dds Wdrtd |mat e
children of t he bBewaiulse Thr owgehdtd wsa st thee et aredfa ve
t he epistl e, J ohifn &oidane § s dtarwd reghsarse skse e n pl aced i n
|l anguage to draw |Iines of distintheobpafore incompat:i |
bet ween the two grOhipisst dsn Ecahratphtleyr Mi ssi on
3, the apostl e ardently attacks ThbeAuthority df G
false i dea that $éeeorcd,i |di nofi sGoidnccoampati bl e with th
continue in sin,famgluy ngf t Gramthdiclse ©ihd senaidter n chur gh |
foreign i dea t othe fgapaded 8f Chiis&smeatthyy. si n because of he
Despite t he voi aBsionof Ilrnelviegiscen 5pohJdodm woéteswhﬁatha
cul ture propagatCmrgi stthevad doa mwihfadls¢ egpat betakef ajayn.
you wanto mentaloury, siJmhn awhfiilremé Hea gihnags paol weary-sfjo f
t hat sin i s i necxoi nsptaetdi,b Il @&hr iwd tt hawmp h anaidze d/i sabl ¢§ weko
believers, presentsihnogr t tthirme oma®viac sl vesot dat tHhHhabt
arguments to procearlei sofpoinands semrhipbiotbl ron. r egahnd f
point John is m&Glidgeg Mora iag etlh at
The Nature ofChSiinst speci ficaAsl ya cemeul t 0 sthaikfet s
away sin, but thoswawhdses clainmeChinigs:
First, sin is i maampcaotnith Ineu ewii nh lsd Ihp aCler iemntdieaanvo || Wwin g
family of Godaukretaubei nf§ therighhabiatctk oifn.si n.f ) nPee 1
of sin. In 3:4, Joh@Godvis téamithwgt siirmedhast ibe efmo ctuask|esnh o
the transgressi omawafy;t he hleaw.el iTetveed nisifso rimi nfgelnleujﬁ/sbhi
in the meaning oWwi tlawDeeswboesei gint heveer miess6 on hwajfhs t
i dea t hat one ccoemmpt | eerteedl y o nk nroevea@winnt g nsgi ng i nWh gfli n
wha't t he requiremenhd one cboaoatin@éri sttt hhantd wha chjot h e
rebellion, choosSavi orot ookntaiwayé@t her wor ds, h e
practicing sin. To take the pawainmdter standing hdve
further, consider ThbedeBebasver 6cf Ppols.i t1:.0h8) , an w h
| awl essness; this |ifestyle flouofi shesus may be|l ma
i n t he absence Tdfi r d,n sdlnj eicst i ivehcaovnep antoitb | pea sweietdhl| atwia ¢
standard (i .e. ,famiily ofFr eGiocdhe Mewaune t od | i f e. T
Revolution). Si bhefiebens ppsitidn,in @hhise n méamni [dlsitnr ues not L 0 mMp
rejects t he obj get see 6 ,sttanodsaer dwh dealcihd ¢ di o f ChGoigls t t
Godbés Word, he opens| hveséinhf at dhawane alnipadd erime jo & uts
unrestrained coeldiigvems aroef abWdidgi $ nl ©mneél whpr da
| awl essness. Acranbsol oattel goupnetrrfyeccdim.d dr ¢ A osfi nGo d s t h
t hroughout our cphaitrtcenrers , ot ha hworld f e no fellowshipg
of God has been wWitmh ni BhedPeéonf & wtg Pray for the ministry r H
an extent that thel deéssi wi bh eépdofThePROJECTOR! Th
weakened In the hamilty efay GbH a- o —r || ne\

©




Page 4

Spring 2013

spotlight on Contemporary Issues
Being In the Way, the Lord Led

by Curtis Sluss

No Perfect Church

Often when a Christian who
loves the Lord is troubled by
worldliness and sin in the
church, he is met with this
statement :
thing as a per f
This may not be a legitimate
statement since it assumes
something to be so that is not

so. It assumes the Christian is
looking for a perfect church.
Frankly, | have never known or
heard of anyone looking for a
perfect church. | have known

and heard of many who were
looking for an obedient, non -
compromising, separated
church. The accusation that

the person is looking for a per-

fect church has been success-
fully used to get men with a
heart sensitive to God to com-
promise and stay where they
should leave (for the good of
their spiritual souls, the good

of their children and the good

of their testimony). By not
leaving, they become disobedi-
ent and, over time, sear their
conscience, harden their
hearts, and become party to
the compromise. When a man
stays and tolerates sin where

he should leave, at first it
bothers him, later he is not
bothered as he accepts it, later
still, what he accepts he em-
braces, and what a man em-
braces is what he is. This is

the path to change a funda-
mentalist to an evangelical
(new or otherwise).

The Quest For Purity

Jesus said: 0Be
your father in heaven is per-
f e c'tl belleve He meant what
He said. The lifelong pursuit of

0 T h e r ehe man of Godis helinesshpu-

rityc and sepatation Hram all
that offends a sovereign God.
The statement :
churchoé carries
thought that there is no use
trying to be what God wants us
to be; just accept a little sin
and compromise; after all, we
have to be realists, right?
Wrong! If the quest God com-
mands us to pursue for purity
seems unattainable, the blood
bought child of God struggles
on, faithfully pursuing what he

is commanded to be; he dies
trying. Like Paul, he may not
apprehend, but he presses on.
Though none join him, he still
pursues holiness; he does not
settle for a man -pleasing toler-
ation of sins, little or big, for
the sake of unity or being ac-
cepted in a compromising
church.

When someone
no such thing as a perfect
churcho, ar e
oYes, we
amount of sin and you should
tolerate it also; then, you can
be like us; because if you take
this holiness thing too far you
are hurting the unity of the
churcho? No w,
little leaven leavens the whole
lump.

Light and More Light

Roremany evmoffied dhiemselves
in a church where sin is toler-
ated, it is much easier to stay
and be miserable than to seek
a place where the Lord is hon-
ored. But for the faithful fol-
lower of Christ, it is a matter of
waking bypfaith (faghcthat as
wes Dbeyh He leads) ta dgoeorth
with Him without the camp,
bearing His reproach. When
we obey the light we have, He
gives us more light. If we are
in a church we know we
should leave, do not expect
Him to give us more light, until
we have obeyed the light we
have!

Obedience and Faith

Think of the faithful servant in

Genesis who was sent for a
bride for his master. He had
the promise of
so he obediently walked in the
way of obedience as far as he
knew (he left Canaan, and ar-
rived in the city of Nahor)
trusting God to lead as he

sayobeygelder ®l i being

Lor d | e*dHe foend that it

t h e ywas whan He ywassim the way :
t ol er a thatthedord led him. Hadde

not acted on the light given,
then the Lordds
not have come. God help us to
be like the servant, obeying,
wal ki ng by
vaasy Oa lowa yosh,e da enc
to lead and show us our next
step. Y

"Matthew 5:48
2Genesis 24:27

God

i n

| e

faith,
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(Continued from page 1 - The Course of This Age)
consumerist Christian is defined by
this phrase.

“Covetous”—This carries the
idea of a lust for money or wealth. Of
course, selfishness is central here
because money is the means by
which a person gets what he or she
wants. It is all about what a person
wants or desires rather than what is
good or right.

“Boasters”—These are people
who brag and make a big display of
themselves. Inflated egos certainly
mark the days in which we live and
increasingly so. People are told to
emphasize their “self-worth” and
assert themselves because they are
so important. And nothing has sped
up this characteristic like social net-
working websites. The rampant
boasting and narcissism that exists
today is certainly greater than any
other time in the history of the
world.

“Proud” —The word in the Greek
denotes a “haughty one” who thinks
he or she is better than others or
above others. Arrogance is another
good synonym for this word. People
today in the world and in the church
have a warped view of themselves as
being better than others and as being
the “stronger” rather than the
“weaker” Christian.

“Blasphemers” —This word de-
notes one’s inflated ego directed to-
ward even God Himself. Of course,
the world “out there” blasphemes
God on every hand, and, of course,
the religious liberal blasphemes God
by denying His deity and His miracles.
But God is blasphemed just as fre-
quently in the church by Christians
today who choose to make more of
themselves than of Him and His
church and His Word. In its essence,
pride in the life of the Christian is
blasphemy against God. It is telling
God, “I am fine”; “I know better than
You”; “You will not rule my life.”

=

“Disobedient to parents”—As
time goes on, young people will in-
creasingly demonstrate pride in their
relationship with their own parents.
Because it is “all about me,” they will
refuse to heed and respect their par-
ents and the word of their parents.

“Unthankful”—A lack of grati-
tude will increase as the age pro-
gresses. Paul even mentions the grav-
ity of this characteristic in Romans
chapter one. Again, when a person is
marked by a lack of thankfulness, he
is completely focused on self rather
than on those who make provision—
whether God or others. In Paul’s
letter to the believers at Colosse, he
repeatedly emphasized the need for
thankfulness among God’s people.
The believer abiding in Christ will
“abound with thanksgiving” as his
focus is on God, not on self.

“Unholy”—The Greek word here
means “profane” and signals a total
lack of interest in things truly spiritu-
al. Instead, people in the world and
church will become marked by the
very things that are opposed to true
godliness. They will love the things
that hurt them physically, emotional-
ly, and spiritually, all because they
want to satiate their own flesh and
desires.

“Without natural affection”—
This entails a disintegration of family
life: parents and children toward one
another, husbands and wives toward
one another, etc. Look at the statis-
tics in the world and church today
regarding divorce as well as interper-
sonal relationships in the home. Ra-
ther than making Christ the Head of
the home and family, people are
more concerned about what they get
or deserve in their relationships with
others.

“Trucebreakers”—This includes
those who not only break their word
but who even refuse to be bound by
an agreement in the first place. Peo-
ple today do not want to commit to

Spring 2013

anything—marriage, church, relation-
ships. Rather, life centers around on-
ly what they feel like doing, when
they feel like doing it, on their own
terms.

“False accusers”—This is a fasci-
nating term, for the Greek word here
is diabolos from which we get the
word “devil.” This characteristic of
the world and church denotes those
who slander others for their own
benefit. In other words, they take on
the character of Satan himself who,
because of his pride, slandered God
in the Garden of Eden and told Adam
and Eve that God had lied to them
when He told them they would die
should they partake of the forbidden
fruit.

“Incontinent”—This refers to
those who have no control of self and
their own desires. They simply do
what they want to do and cannot
help it—either because they are spir-
itually dead (unbelievers) or because
they refuse to yield themselves to
the Holy Spirit (believers).

“Fierce”—This word speaks of
ones who act like savage beasts that
look out for nothing but themselves.
They only consider their own purpos-
es and goals even at the expense of
others. And, of course, when it is “all
about me,” then we really are no
different from animals!

“Despisers of those who are
good”—This says it alll God pro-
nounces a “woe” upon those who
call evil “good” and good “evil,” and
this is a prominent characteristic of
our times in the world and the
church. It is clearly evident in the
world today, but even in the church,
we find that those who truly want to
make much of God and His Word and
His church are branded as “holier-
than-thou” troublemakers. Of course,
again, pride is the root problem here
because the ungodly person does not
want to be alone in his ungodliness,

(Continued on page 8)
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Teaching Tips by Doris PeppHrd
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Page 8

(Continued from page 6 - The Course of This Age)
so he belittles those who do right!

“Traitors”—These are people
who betray others and cannot be
trusted. The picture here is of the
person who seeks his own good at
the expense of others—the one who
steps on everyone else to get to the
top. Principle means nothing. Ethics
are thrown out the window. “I'll do
whatever it takes to get what | want”
is a phrase often used in the world
and the church.

“Heady” —The idea here is one
who is “headstrong” in pushing for-
ward with his desire or will, regard-
less of what is right or wrong and re-
gardless of the cost. It means
“reckless” or “taking action without
thought.” Of course, unbelievers are
marked by this characteristic in their
pursuits, yet the church also is
marked today by professing Chris-
tians who do as they please regard-
less of God’s will and desire. And, of
course, these people never listen to
others. In fact, oftentimes, in rebel-
lion, they will actually do exactly the
opposite of what is right if others are
admonishing them or encouraging
them to do right.

“Highminded” —This word means
“puffed up” or “conceited.” In the
Greek language, this word carries the
idea of a person so wrapped up in
himself that it is as though he is living
in a cloud of mist or smoke, unable
even to recognize the truth and see
things as they really are because of
his own sense of self-importance. He
is blind to the truth that life is not all
about him!

“Lovers of pleasures more than
lovers of God”—When a conflict aris-
es in your life between doing some-
thing that puts your will or desire first
or doing something that puts God
and His Word and His church first,
and you choose your own desire,
then you have proven that God is not
the priority in your life. You have

=

demonstrated that you are one who
is a “lover of pleasure more than a
lover of God.” This perfectly de-
scribes not only our world today
(what should we expect?) but our
church today as well. We do not want
to make God and His church and His
Word our priority because we are too
in love with our own selves or with
something or someone else who
satisfies our desires. We have en-
throned idols in our hearts and lives
rather than God Himself.

All of the aforementioned traits
are evident even in the lives of men
and women who are professing a
“form of godliness” (2 Tim. 3:5).
These characteristics clearly mark not
only the secularists, humanists, athe-
ists, and other “non-believers” but
also those who operate within the
confines of the church!

While Christians have always
been in the minority in the world, it is
clear that as time goes on in this age,
these characteristics are more pro-
nounced than ever—just as God said
they would be. Good, Bible-believing
churches have always been less pop-
ular, smaller, and harder to find than
liberal or worldly churches, and yet

over time, we see even the
“remnant” becoming smaller and
smaller.

As Christians who desire to be
faithful and obedient to God in order
to glorify Him, what can we do about
the “course of this age”? First, we
must recognize that God hates pride
(Prov. 8:13; 16:5). Why is pride such
an abomination to the Lord? Pride is
an abomination because man has
nothing to boast in of himself. For us
to think we are anything is arrogance
and ignorance. Pride is also com-
pletely contrary to God’s character
and nature. God is love. God is hum-
ble. God is compassionate. God is
just. Pride is the antithesis of all these
attributes, and God calls us to imitate
Him. And, of course, the sin of pride
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is ultimately the sin that keeps man
separated from God. Unbelief stems
from pride. Unbelief is rooted in the
fact that we feel as though we know
more than God and know better than
God.

Second, we must humble our-
selves and abide in Jesus Christ—
walk with Him according to His will.
Romans 12:1-3 contains God’s exhor-
tation to every Christian to view him-
self as he truly is—one who is noth-
ing of himself, one who owes God
everything, and one who realizes that
he is simply one small part of the
greater body of Christ and of the “big
picture” of God’s plan for this age.
God wants to use His Church to fulfill
His will in the world. Yet in order to
be used by God, we must be separat-
ed unto Him and seek only His ap-
proval.

Do not be discouraged by the
course of this age. Rather, be chal-
lenged to “turn away” from self-
centeredness, to get on board with
what God is doing today, and to
make Him—not yourself or anything
or anyone else—the priority of your
life. How is this accomplished? Inten-
tionally. Notice 2 Timothy 3:14. This
is the key. Get your mind right, and
you will get your behavior right. You
cannot be in proper fellowship with
God and still put yourself first in life.
Make much of God, His Word, and
His Church. Even though the majority
will go their own way, true happiness
and success will only mark the life of
the one who has a proper perspec-
tive of himself and makes the things
of the Lord the priority of his life.
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(Continued from page I - Teaching “No” Dif-
ference Between the Holy and the Profane)
nestly without being struck by an
obvious fact — the whole matter of
personal holiness is highly im-
portant to God! Neither do you
have to give long study to the atti-
tudes of modern Christian believers
to discern that by and large we con-
sider the expression of true Chris-
tian holiness to be just a matter of
personal option: “I have looked it
over and considered it, but I don't
buy it!”...There is something basi-
cally wrong with our Christianity
and our spirituality if we can care-
lessly presume that if we do not like
a Biblical doctrine and choose not
to “buy” it, there is no harm done.
Commandment s
received from
the apostl es
or ignored by
t ed Ch rGod Hasi naver $n-
structed us that we should weigh
His desires for us and His com-
mandments to us in the balances of
our own judgment and then decide
what we want to do about them. A
professing Christian may say, “I
have found a place of real Chris-
tian freedom, these things just don't
apply to me.” Of course, you can
walk out on it! God has given every
one of us the power to make our
own choices...We have the power
within us to reject God's instruc-
tions — but where else shall we go?
If we refuse His words, which way
will we turn? If we turn away from
the authority of God's Word, to
whose authority do we yield? Our
mistake is that we generally turn to
some other human — a man with
breath in his nostrils.”(pp. 59-63,
“An Everyday Exhortation: Be Ye
Holy!”, Chapter 5, The Tozer Pul-
pit, Vol. Two).
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(Continued from page 9 - Teaching “No” Differ-
ence Between the Holy and the Profane)
music, here is what I am committed
to:

1) It’s Doxological. In other words,
passionate pursuit of the glory of
God above all things.

2) It’s Biblical: The commands and
teachings of the Scriptures are the
principles that guide us.

3) That it’s spiritual. That it’s in
the heart. It is in the heart level and
it manifests love.

4) Where it’s in the proper context.

1 just want to say to you as stu-
dents there are going be things that
you may really love and really not
love as much or feel uncomfortable,
but if there’s ever a time like in a
service you 're not comfortable with
something, two things: 1) You feel
free to step out and [ 've said even if
God’s working in your heart you
need to go and pray, you feel free
to step out. I don’t want you to feel
trapped by anything. 2) You know
the door is always open to come
and talk. I am not going to try to
twist or change or convince. [ just
hope that you feel we can talk
through these things.

And I believe this with all my
heart: If you live committed to
these principals, what I've talked
about: God’s glory, to be guided by
the Scriptures in your life and do
everything in love that God is go-
ing to bless that kind of life and
ministry.

As we lead Northland we don’t
do things perfectly, but [ want you
to know the heart in that and the
heart behind the D a 'y
to be unifying and I think for many
of you it was. I don’t want to create

a controversy of some saying, i Di dHe

you think it
don’t even want to get there. How
you feel matters. It matters to me. It
matters to all of us here and we
want your experience at Northland
to thrive and be a real, real authen-
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A True Story of the Civil War
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